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Situation in Numbers 

 

2602 Covid-19 cases  

 (WHO May 2020) 

 

 104 deaths  

 (WHO May 2020)  

 

6 million people  

reached with risk 

communication 

messages 

 UNICEF, May 2020) 

 

4,500 PPE kits procured 

for health workers in the 

camps.  

(UNICEF May 2020)  

Funding Requirements 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 
• As of 10 May 2602 COVID-19 cases are confirmed in Iraq (104 deaths).  
WHO data shows a spike in the curve from 17 April onwards. This is 
attributed to increase testing capacity nationwide; active contacts tracing 
and the easing of the curfew in many parts of the country, especially in 
overcrowded and impoverished areas, as well as lack of adherence to the 
proper infection prevention measures/practices.    
 
• Baghdad, Basra, Najaf, Erbil, Sulaimaniyia and Kerbala remained the 
most affected governorates and most of the cases reported among the age 
of 20-59 year. While the recovery rate has been highest among the age 
groups between 20 – 60 years, the fatality was highest among 50, 
according to the Iraq Covid-19 Dashboard.  
 
• UNICEF and the Ministry of Education in Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) 
launched a satellite TV channel to support learning needs for children and 
youths while schools remain closed due to Covid-19 pandemic. An 
estimated 1.5 million children from grade 1 – 12 will be reached at home 
with a Kurdish curriculum that is also applicable for refugee and displaced 
children in the Kurdish Region of Iraq (KRI).    
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2. Select 1 key indicator per sector from 

Annex A. Results Table/HAC appeal, and 

input data to update the chart.  

3. Copy + paste the chart.  
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UNICEF Appeal 2020 
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1,217,000 

3,250,000 

160,000 

6,700,000 

1,220,890 

92,132 

1,277,288 

29,160 

292,566 

132,345 

 Risk Communication

 Infection Prevention and Control

 Public Health Data Collection & Analysis

 Continous Services (H&N, WASH, Educ, C.P, GBV & SP)

 Preparedness & Coordination

 Funds Available  Funding Requirements (USD)

https://unicef.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/EMOPS-HPME/DocumentLibrary1/Template%20-%20SitRep%20Results%20and%20Funding%20Tables%20and%20Charts%20-%20HQ%20-%202019.xlsx?d=w5221c4c1cfce49a3b6c1473da5c0c132&csf=1&e=33C1O2
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/EMOPS-HPME/DocumentLibrary1/Template%20-%20SitRep%20Results%20and%20Funding%20Tables%20and%20Charts%20-%20HQ%20-%202019.xlsx?d=w5221c4c1cfce49a3b6c1473da5c0c132&csf=1&e=33C1O2
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Summary of analysis programme  
UNICEF’s response in Iraq is aligned with the 2020 WHO global Strategic Response Plan and the 2020 UNICEF 
COVID-2019 Humanitarian Action for Children appeal and Iraq’s National Development Plan UNICEF is targeting up 
to 3 million vulnerable people (including IDPs, refugees, returnees, and conflict-affected communities) with 
preparedness and/or response activities in alignment with the WHO country guidance.  

The key strategic priorities in the response plans are on the immediate measures that must be undertaken to ensure 
preparedness and response actions to prevent and respond to the COVID-19 outbreak in each country focusing on the 
following areas: 1) Strengthening risk communication and community engagement (RCCE), 2) Provision of critical 
medical and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) activities and supplies related to improving infection and prevention 
control (IPC including procurement of PPEs), 3) Supporting continued access to essential health care services for 
women, children and vulnerable communities, including routine immunization, MNCH and Nutrition services, 4) 
Supporting access to continuous education, social protection, child protection and GBV services disrupted by the 
pandemic, 5) Data collection and analysis of impact on children and women. 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) 
Six million users across the country, and 3 million users in the Kurdistan Region received mobile messaging on 
COVID-19 prevention through partnerships with cell phone operators. 120,000 IDPs/Refugees in camps were reached 
through UNICEF messaging and material disseminated by implementing partners. 

New messaging and material on addressing anxiety, domestic violence, safe practices during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, and highlighting efforts around routine immunization have been developed and disseminated on UNICIEF 
social media platforms. Overall, UNICEF reached 4.5 million users on Facebook, 135 million on Instagram, and 
44,000 on Twitter, and over 322,000 users were engaged across platforms.  

The U Report Iraq COVID-19 Information chatbot which provides life-saving information to reduce misinformation, 
provide vital information around the symptoms, transmission, and prevention of COVID-19 and up to date infection 
numbers in the country has been used by over 20,500 people in Iraq 

A National Youth Digital Challenge engaged over 1,200 young people who presented innovative ideas in support of 
localized COVID-19 responses in their own communities. In addition, 510 young people (205 girls) have been trained 
to support the Directorates of Youth in north, center and south by fighting misinformation and promotion of control 
measures.  In collaboration with the Ministry of Youth and Sports of Federal Iraq, UNICEF-supported youth groups in 
Baghdad led an online capacity building sessions, reaching 95 new young people (22 girls), tasked to raise awareness 
about COVID19 through social media and peer to peer networks.  

Provision of critical medical and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) supplies and improving 
infection and prevention control (IPC) 
In coordination with the Ministry of Health and Environment, sterilization and fumigation has been conducted in areas 
in high risk areas (markets and public places) in Kufa and Najaf districts in Najaf governorate as well as in crowded 
places in Al Mutayha and Al Hayaniya in Basrah governorate, targeting over 100,000 people (46,000 children).  
 
12 communal handwashing facilities have also been installed in Najaf and 24 in Baghdad crowded neighborhoods, 
including Alawi, Hay Al Naser, Al Rashad in Baghdad to promote hygiene practices.   
 
In partnership with the Ninewa Directorate of Health and youth volunteers, the distribution of key messages and 
awareness materials on COVID -19 has taken places 11 hospitals, 67 Primary Health Care Centers, public locations, 
shops, pharmacies, reaching more than 15,000 people. In cooperation with Erbil directorate of surrounding water, 
2,560 Syrian refugees’ families received 2,560 hygiene kits in Dara Shakran camp and 520 hygiene kits were provided 
to refugees in Basirma camp in Erbil 

Additional distribution of hygiene kits to Hassan Sham camps (U2, U3, M1) for 17,117 IDPs is ongoing. UNICEF’s 
implementing partner Pekawa has completed the construction of WASH facilities (12 latrines, 3 water tanks, 4 tap 
stands, 3 cesspools) in Al Aqrab check point south Mosul. In Duhok, fumigation teams covered 75 communities 
including 21 camps, hospitals, banks, police stations, in four district of Dohuk Governorate and three districts of 
Ninewa, reaching approximately 750,000 people.   

Continuity of health care services for women and children 

UNICEF and WHO issued a joint press release voicing concern about vaccination coverage in Iraq. Disruption of 
campaigns caused by the COVID-19 pandemic reduced the coverage of vaccinations against Polio and Measles by 
almost 20 per cent, leaving nearly 400,000 the most vulnerable children unvaccinated.  
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As of April 30th, 7,272 U5 children in camps have been screened for growth; 53 cases of SAM and 179 cases of MAM 
were identified and referred for case management. Nearly 2,000 mothers and children between 0-23 months 
benefitted from IYCF counselling.  
 
Community health promoters conducted tent to tent visits and reached 268 newborns and their mothers to for health 
checks and support on breast feeding and hygiene practices.  During the same period, approximately 12,624 children 
between 0 - 59 months were vaccinated against polio in crises affected areas including IDPs and Refugees’ camps 
and 7,507 children between 9-59 months were vaccinated against measles and received Vitamin A supplements 
through routine immunization. 12,017 pregnant women received antenatal care consultations and 3,412 new mothers 
received postnatal care in the conflict affected areas (including IDPs and Refugees’ camps).  
 

Supporting access to Education, Child Protection and GBV services 

Schools remain closed for students across the country. UNICEF has supported MoE-KRG in upgrading the local 
education TV channel to a satellite education channel on NileSat group. The satellite education channel was launched 
on 2 May 2020 and is expected to reach an estimated 1.5million leaners. Lessons are being broadcaster for grades 1-
12. To date, 350,000 children have accessed education lessons.     
 
Child Protection partners supported 3,320 children (1,605 boys/1,715 girls), and 5,496 adults with Psychosocial 
support across Iraq, and reached nearly 7,000 community members including 4,500 children (3,000 boys/1,500 girls) 
and 2,500 adults (1,600 male/900 female) with awareness messages focused on personal protective measures, 
coping mechanisms and overcoming stress using adopted remote modalities for delivery of messages.  
 
Advocacy with Ministry of Justice and Department of Reformatory has resulted in 63 children being released from pre-
trial detention in Federal and Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI).  To date, a total of 150 children have been released from 
juvenile detention centres in order to reduce the risk of COVID-19 infections.  A list of 200 children who have already 
served a third of their sentences has been compiled and sent to the President of Iraq, requesting release through a 
Presidential Amnesty. Advocacy is ongoing to expand the criteria to those who have finished at least one year of their 
sentence. UNICEF partners continue to visit children in detention to monitor their situation and provide assistances, 
including hygiene awareness in cooperation with DoH and supports them with calls to their families to reduce stress 
and anxiety. 
 

Secondary impacts on children and women  

In partnership with the World Bank, UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Planning to assess the impact of the current 
crises on monetary and multidimensional poverty. The analysis is feeding into shaping government response to the 
socio-economic impacts of the crises. The government is rolling out an emergency cash transfer to 10 million individuals. 
Over 13 million registering to receive the transfer. The target group are the most vulnerable and impacted by the crisis 
(daily wage workers, IDPs, large households with children). UNICEF provided technical support to the design of the 
scheme and its implementation. UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs at federal and KR to 
implement awareness raising on the Social Safety Net on prevention of COVID-19. The work has started in Duhok with 
a total of 1,420 families and plans are underway in the southern governorates and KR. 

External Communications   

New satellite TV education channel will support 1.5 million learners in Kurdistan Region of Iraq 

Financial stability and job creation top concerns for Iraqis, according to the newly launched national adolescent and 

youth survey 

 UNICEF and WHO sound the alarm on the health dangers of children in Iraq missing routine immunization during the 

Covid-19 pandemic 

 UN in Iraq raises the alarm: Time to endorse the anti-domestic violence law  

 

UNICEF Iraq website: https://www.unicef.org/iraq/  

Humanitarian Action for Children: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 

 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram  

 

 

 
Who to contact for 

further 

information? 

Name: Paul Edwards 

Title: Chief of Field Operations  

Name of Country Office: 

UNICEF Iraq  

Email: pedwards@unicef.org  
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